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Abortion and the Right to Life since Lusher

Having been convincingly defeated in the Lusher motion,
the Right to Life have begun a new state by state offensive.
In Brisbane at present, many women who need abortions have to
come to Sydney to have them, Last month, Ed Casey, the parl-
*=~~~mtary leader of the Labor Party and an executive member
of Queensland’s Right to Life, introduced a Bill into the House
of representatives which attempts to close the Greenslopes
Fertility Control Clinic, the only operating abortion clinic
in Brisbane, and to make abortion available only when the mother's
life is in danger and under similar conditions as those now
applying in New Zealand.

This sort of legislation is a complete denial of
women'’s rights to abortion and control over their own bodies
and would result in women dying from dangerous and unhygienic -
backyard abortions and being forced to undertake unwanted
pregnancies, often involving severe financial hardship and
complete disruption of their lives.

Brisbane women have organized d@emonstrations and
pickets against this move but they need our support. On 28th
August 160 women attended a lunchtime rally in King George's
Square and 60 attended a picket of the parliamentary offices
against Ed Casey's recent moves, Solidarity pickets were held
in Adelaide and Melbourne outside the Queensland Tourist Bureaux
and in Sydney a rally in support of Queensland women was followed
by an occupation of the Right to Life offices.

In other states the Right to Life tactics have con-
cerntrated on harassing women attempting to have abortions.
In Sydney, the Right to Life have spray painted slogans alleging
women having abortions are murderers and harassed women, by
calling out slogans as they attempted to enter an abortion clinic
at Arncliffe. In a gimilar vein, a South Sydney councillor
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attacked the Control clinic at Balmain for malpractice but was
forced to withdraw the allegations as they were libelous and

had no basis in fact. In Melbourne Right to Lifers have

occupied two clinics, sitting arcund operating tables and abusing
women who have arrived te have abortions,

Week of the Unborn Child

From 14th-21lst Octcber the Right to Life are going to
be holding a "Week of the Unborn Child"” in which they are going
to attempt to get gpace on programm=g with Don Lane, John Cootes
and Mike Walsh, on talk-back radic programmes and place ads
in papers. They are planning slide showings etc in shopping
centres such as Rogelands and will be putting out a number of
press statements,

W.A.A.C. (Women's Abortion Action Campaign) is organizing
a counter-offensive in the precss leading up to the "Week" and
a demonstration on Saturiday 2Cth Octcber - the end of the Right
to Lifer's week. Presss ctatements will concerntrate on abortion
as avery woman's right and on extending the availability of
abortion rather than juct countering statemants made by the
Right to Life,

It is clear frem the concistency of the Right to Life
that we cannot git back and be comnlacent, The demonstration
will be a show of strength, If w> ar2 going to succeed in
demanding freely availzblc abertion we have to overwhelm the
anti-abortion forces and mnli2 our domands heard., Show your
support for wcmen's rights to control their own bodies and
come to the Jdemonstroticn, 10,29 ~m Tewn Hall Squ Saturday
20th October.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

DEMONSTRATE : Meeot 10.30 am Saturday 20th October at Town
Hall Squ for a March and Rally.

Send telegrame protesting Ed Cacey's move to
ALP Heuadquarters,
088 St,
Newstead,
Brisbane,
and to

October 1979 P2



Justice Dept,
comalco House,
Cnr George and Ann Sts,

Brisbane,

If you hear the Right to Life on the radio ring up and
complain or phone into talkback shows and put the opposing

argument,

Come and help organize the demonstration, WAAC meets 6,00 pm
every Wednesday evening at Women's House 62 Regent St, Redfern,

TAN AR ey TR Sy, e, v

| SR ANGAPRE TN
RATAEE AN
Lol SN

IS TANTHURAGE TS

i

i TR ™ e
e
SR T TN 4 p At TRIINL N R Ay
R AN ~,,,'-,‘v_5?':12'~ "‘,A; .:‘"‘?".‘,r‘&a.;' S
fial g LR PP z
e o RAWD(

“-l‘qy e

October 1979 DS



Dear Sisters,

There have been many changes in W,A.A.C. over the
past few months. We want to explain them to all of our past
supporters.

Ag you know the large campaign against the Lusher
motion was very successful and health funds continue to offer
rebates for abortion. The demonstrations on March 31 were
a success all around Australia. We were delighted with the
number of women who came along to the organising meetings,
painted banners, gave talks and cash donations.

However, the high of organising both a parliamentary
campaign and a large public demonstration did not last. Just
as we had begun to make active contacts with women in the ALP
and the feminist health centres attendance at weekly meetings
dropped ‘off. 'Some 'of this+is eastly explained in:terms of
women with other political commitments who came along to help
in an emergency. Other people left for various political
reasons. For example, the S.W.P. has decided not to work inm
social movements any longer but to concentrate its activistss
in industry. Other women have disagreed with the general
direction the campaign was taking.

For several years, Sydney W.A.A.C. has concentrated
on actions around repeal of all® abortion laws. :iIn addition,
we have produced a booklet in the six major languages spoken
by migrants from Europe and South Aperica. We saw these as
important goals. Wy have also worked with groups like Gay
Solidarity in opposing all laws regulating sexuality. At the
same time, we established strorger links with ©“he women's
health movement in Sydney. The Women's Liberation Conference
in February and the women's health discussion that grew out of
it made it clear to many of us that we must broadepn our area of
concern beyond the simple demand to repeal the anti-abortion
laws.

The attack on abortion funding posed by the Lusher
motion shows how inadequate repeal of the laws is as the central
focus of a campaign to gain reproductive freedom. Legal
abortion is but one .aspect of control of oun bodies. The cCuls
in funding of Women's Health Cgntres and the Community Health
Programme reveal more ways that the small gains women have
made can be taken away. In addition, commumitysservices 1like
the Family Planning Association are subject to "no growth'
financing at a time when their services are under growin
demand. - Child care funding is subject to similapy e€ULS. omen
don't have many choices when abortion rights, contraceptive
services, basic health sérvieces arid"cHild tare dre =l1 thder
attack. Some of us see the need for a better analysis of
what is happening to women during the economic crisis and what
that will mean for the struggle to control our bodies.

Right now those of us who are still regularly attending
meetings want to work on that kind of analysis and work out
political action on a broader front thar law repealy We are
working on a speakers kit on abortion rights.. The Right to Life
is planning a "Wgek of the Unborn Child" for 14-21 October. Wg
have some pages duplicated and will send them on request.
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We have decided mot to use our meagre energies: and _. .
finances to praduce RIGHT TO CHOOSE in the newspaper format
for the time being, hence this newsletter. We hope to again
have the wnman-pnwer- to praduce the paper in 1980. We will
instead work out a series of pamphlets to be used.as a part of
the broader campaign.

If you would like to Jjmain us and contribute your ideas
and -skills to developing a campaign, come along to a meeting.
We will be meetlné fortnightly at Women's House, 62 Regent Street,
Chippendale, p.m. nn Wednesdays. r
2 ‘ If you can't attend send
a letter with any ideas you have. For more 1nformatlon, you
can ring:

REBECCA ALBURY - 665.3164 Eh;
692,2051 (w

OR

ANTITA BYRNES =~ 92,7018 (h)
922,1822 Xt 252 (w)
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-"ere is we deetor in Bathurst = £:ff:?/

gho w%ll fit a diaphragm. s b e Bl iTL,W
herefore .w wh h thi N £ ' %

relinie and sart memmos ns  AVAILABLFE, - SAFE
ir conte 18t ¢t ia%n. Al

Sydney to bg f?%is:ed.rave j ’{ l\‘/ T}é Af & f //(\/

A woman from New Zealand
reported that at the Epseom
Day Clinic in Auckland, a
woman seeking an. abortion ‘is
required to say that. she is
gware-fhat she._is killing her
baby before the operation-is
performed. That wasn't enough-
for that particular woman.
She didn't fit into the quota
- and so had to travel. to Sydney
anyway.,
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More News Shorts

A meeting was held in Washington, D.C., between
anti-abortionists and people from various pro-
choice groups on February 15, They discussed

the issues of sex education and contraception

for minors. However, a group called People
Expressing A Concern for Everyone (PEACE) brought
an aborted foetus wrapped up «in g baby blanket,
They displayed the foetus at the press conference
following the meeting,

This is another. example of the way in which anti-
abortionists use emotional blackmail to gain their
objective =--the control of the lives of women.
They brought in a foetus from a mid-trimester
abortion, yet the wvast majority of women have
abortions in the first 10 weeks of pregnancy. We
must beware that notions of 'reasoned' discussion
will blind us to the political goals of anti-
abortionists. In the Wastiington, DiC., incident
no concern was expressed for the woman who for
whatever reason had the later abortion with a drug
(prostaglandhz)*toAbring on labour,

In yet another example of the G ARSI
callous disregard they have for ;

: o
women, the Sutherland Branch ! ‘f;q{t?éf /.? !
of the Right to Life picketed el .“41‘""/” / /"/q/%
the  P.S.I. Clinic in" Arncliffe : wig Oy B |
on Saturday, May 26. They ol & Y e |
didn't care if distressed women § &iul End7 |
might have to go through a : i b ¢ i
picket line of self-righteous | S AT S

hecklers. Fortunately, the
Clinic operators have more
concern and closed the clinic
for the day,

f

i

! | DEMONSTRATE =~ NOW

SYDNEY TOWN HALL SQUARE SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 10;30

MARCH AND RALLY

OPPOSE THE SO~CALLED RIGHT TO LIFE WHO CARE -
NOTHING FOR THE RIGHTS OF LIVING WOMEN
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ABORTION IN N,S.W. - LEGAL AND POLITICAL STATUS

In N.S.W. abortion. is covered by Sectiong 82¢ 83
and 84 of the Cpimes A, t which sets the penalty for 'procuring
an unlawful miscarriage'. In 1971, Judge Levine defined
'lawful miscarriage' durigg the trial of medical workers from
the Heatherbrae Cjinic. e stated that the termination of
pregnancy by a competent use of instruments in the hands of a
medical practitioner s tiot an offence if the practitionper
has an honest belief that reasonable grounds - economic, social
or medical - make the operation necessary to preserve a woman
from serious danger to her life, physical or mental health,
provided the operation.is not ouf of Propamtion Mo the danger
to be averted. He ruled that the opinion of more than one
doctor is not necessary under N,S.W. law. 1In addition, he
said that the onus was on the prosecution to prove the unlaw-
fulness of the termination, beyond a reasonable doubt. (From
Abortion: The Unenforceable Law, Tony McMichael (ed),
Ayortion Law Reform Association, Victoria, 1972, pp.22).

The opinion of one Jjudge can be overturned by the
opinion of another judge or by legislation. Since the Levine
ruling there have been no trials and very few prosecutions
under Sgctions 82, 83 or 84 of the Cpimes Act. It would seem
that a competent doctor who kept records to demonstrate the
honesty of belief in reasonable grounds for an abortion would
be safe from prosecution, . in incompetent doctor might still
face prosecution, especially following a botched abortion.

Politically it would. be wvery difficull for the N,.3.W.
Government to engage in either a judicial or legislative
attempt to prohibit abortion in the S¢ate. | Premier Wean (ALP)
has said in public the government will not permit Jim Cameron
M.L.A., (Liberal) to present a private member's bill which seeks
to restrict the availability of abortion. . This means he is
taking a stronger stand than Agkin who allowed Kevin Harrold
M.L.A. (DLP) to introduce a very restrictive law both in 1975
and 1976. However, even then the Liberals were unwilling to
allow a second reading vote, preferring to allow the debate to
be talked out.

The Australian lLabor Party in N.S5.W. is'divided on
abortion, with the dominant male C,tholic machine unwilling
to give up the conscience vote in favour of 2 party policy for
the right of the woman to choose for herself. However, Labor
Women and Young Labor are overwhelmingly in favour of repeal
of S,ctions 82, 83 and 84 of the Cpimes Act. That view is
shared by some members of the N.S.W. Parliamentary Cgucus and
prominent N.S.W. members of Federal Parliament.

In addition to pressure within the party, the State
ALP Government must act in a climate of public opinion more
favourable to readily available abortion than ever before., On
15 May, 1979, The Bylletin reported a Morgan-Gallup survey
which found 73 per cent of Australians believed that abortion
should be legal. Half of those gave as a reason for their
opinion 'it's a woman's rieht to choose',
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This ‘juestion was ashed followince the debate in
deral Parlianent. cn tihe Lusier motion r7iich soucht to
in varliamentary surort for withdravine medical enefit
vayvrents for all abortions ezcent those to save the life of
tive woman at risl from'a vhysical diseasc.  Lushier's supvorter
often used ver:s rowressive anti-voman arqueents ~hich
reveales their rotives to many ©meovle who rad not thought
al.cut ahortion Tolitics lefore. oOver and over wonen leaf-~
lotine acainst thie motion were told by women in the street,
'It's not right for men in Canberra to tell -roren wiat to
ao .’ iany oldar tromen said thev wvvanted to Mee aortion
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safe, legal and clicay 80 youncer ~womaen wveuld e srared the
vorries and danders the thanaselvas had faced. Thosze wormen
would also oos3e any rove v the ftate governrent to restrict

the availaiility of avortion and "ran angd the State /1P knoiv 1
ran gigned thie anti-~lasher rotion retition at the

SLFP Voren's Conference in 'arc:. Drthouc the 'dcoiib 'to Life

is organizinc for a ''eell '0of thwe Unborn Caild' in “‘Octorer

it ‘dc unliltely to alter the hasic wosition of the itate

covernnont. The government is unwilling to raise the

abortion issue hecausce of the stronag controvarsy ~taich it

7ould cauga. The de_ facto legality of arortion in '1.€,W.

seerms safe and nav clinice continue to o-c¢n.
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tlelp with the campaign! fi“‘*

3 Nty
Subscribe to Right to Choose $2.790 for 4 issues. i o :
¥ 3
I enclose a contribution. b
s 1
Fo

Send more information. J

Serd a speakers kit. I enclose $1.00. R :V
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Address _ ?

Return to : Vomen's Abortion Action farmaign
62 Regent Street, Chippendale 2008
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